CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL CLUB OF QUEENSLAND CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW CRITIQUE~~~JULY 2005~~~~Mrs.Glenda Cheney (Kweznay) Victoria, Australia.

I would like to thank the President, Officials & Committee of the Queensland Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club for honoring me by inviting me to Judge your 4th Championship Show that was held on Sunday 10th July 2005.  

As a general comment I was most impressed with the fine quality of the dogs shown, their lovely condition & the excellent efforts that had been put into their superb presentation.  From an entry of 82, made up of 39 dogs & 43 bitches spread over 16 classes (8 dog & 8 bitch) my Best Exhibit in Show was a super bitch from the Aust.Bred Class that hailed from Adelaide, South Australia.   She was Aust.Ch. Chantelli French Maid a Tricolor owned by Mrs.K.Brooksby & bred by Mrs.L.Mattsson.  Reserve in Show going to Mr.& Mrs. D. Chapman from NSW with the very handsome Black & Tan Aust.Ch. Matmor Fairgrnd Attractn who was bred in Victoria by Mr. M. Morse.  This dog also competed in the Aust.Bred.Class.  Equally exciting were the Reserve CC’s, the dog being Aust.Ch.Cavashon French Connection from the Intermediate Class & the bitch being Aust.Ch.Emilysprings Carousel who was exhibited in Open Class & was bred by Victorian Mrs.H.Duggin. These two are Blenheims & are owned by Mrs.K.Brooksby of the Cavashon prefix.  All of these 4 exhibits in my opinion could hold their own anywhere.  In fact I was delighted with all my top winners & there were a few classes where I was spoilt for choice & I regretted that I had to be the one to make the decision.  In several cases I was splitting hairs between who landed on the 1st 2nd or 3rd pegs.  It was indeed very challenging in some of the classes & many times it literally came down to performance on the day.  I am sure that the exhibits in those closely contested Classes could very likely change places on another day.

When judging my emphasis is to sum up the good points or virtues that I see in an animal rather than dwell on faults or discrepancies.  Therefore this Critique has been written in this vein.  I look for criteria of type, balance & soundness in the animals presented that I feel befit the Standard of the Breed best.  Whilst attempting to be positive when critiquing it must also be kept in mind that nothing is perfect & it can be fatal for us as caretaker’s of the Breed to ignore faults completely.  I suggest that perhaps some attention needs to be given in proposed future breeding programs to a) bone & substance, some exhibits were too fine. b) Eye size, shape & expression, many too small, incorrectly placed & of the wrong shape.  c) Some poor mouths noted, undershot bites need to be carefully monitored d) croup angles & tail sets, some were very unusual. e) Plain heads. f) Hindquarters, lack of good stifling, general musculation & adequate drive properties.   On the plus side, generally speaking I felt size was very good & whilst I mention that mouths need to be monitored carefully, they were not of a major concern. It was also encouraging to note that dogs in the main were naturally presented.  I mention this point as I feel that in a breed that is asked to be shown “totally free of trimming” we are in danger of losing the natural look the dog is meant to have for the sake of glamour. The on-going & perennial problem with Cavaliers is in my opinion in the overall strength of their hind end construction, which always bears close scrutiny.  While there were some superb males with many nice up & coming youngsters in this sex, I felt that the overall strength was in the bitches.  However, this is indeed an encouraging sign for the future generations of our breed.  It was so lovely to see the impressive number of promising juvenile females also coming up through the ranks of the younger stock. I consider it a good, exciting & very healthy sign for the future.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the hard working Show Committee for their excellent organization.  I am conscious that many of you put in a lot of effort in order to make the day a great success.  Special mention must go to my Stewards Mandy Shelberg & Joy Lanham, who also officiated as Show Manager.  Both these ladies assisted me very ably  & kept things running smoothly in a most professional manner. I would also like to offer my thanks to David & Dianne Wyness who collected both my husband Keith & myself from the airport & kindly ferried us around Brisbane making us feel very welcome.  Lastly, but by no means least I would like to thank ALL of the exhibitors, many who traveled long distances to attend & brought your dogs for me to assess.  I was most flattered. Your sportsmanship & kind acceptance of my decisions was appreciated.  I had a lovely time in your beautiful State & I shall always treasure my memories. I wish you & the Qld. Club well & all the best for future shows.  Glenda.M.Cheney. Kweznay Kennels. Melbourne. August 05.

BABY PUPPY DOG CLASS 10 entered
1st 1.  CAVTOWN WONDER OFWONDERS:Owned & bred by E.M.Slingsby.

Four month old strikingly marked Blenheim of excellent shape & size. Hallmark good looks.  Prettiest of heads with generous skull.   Appealing, correctly shaped eyes, rich, dark nose pigmentation. Good under-eye fill with excellent finish to foreface. Very good ear set, high & topped off with superb long leathers. Clean neck lines leading to an overall impressive construction; neat & compact body with good fore & rear angulations A beautifully balanced puppy showing much future promise who won this class on the sum of his excellent breed characteristics. Awarded: OPPOSITE BABY PUPPY IN SHOW.

2nd 3. BETHEDEN STORM TROOPER:Owned by C.Ross, bred by:Mr.B.Payne.

Another nice one!  Superbly marked & well-patterned Blenheim 3 ½ months of age.  Personality plus, super show attitude already for one so young, very confident. A pleasant head type, pretty & expressive.  Excellent constructional properties, good size & shape, strong top line, well made fore & hindquarters.  Moved very well for one so young displaying a super temperament. A well-balanced & elegant puppy presented in lovely condition.    One to watch.

3rd 7.CAVASHON BLACK SABBATH:Owned & bred by.K.Brooksby
Quality tricolor with loads of potential.  Rising 5 months of age this well constructed boy moved around the ring with verve & great style.  Eye-catching with crisp definition to his coat patterning. This was clear & pearly white & was well spaced & broken up against a black & silky background with the required rich tan markings in all the correct places.  Slightly heavier set pup with a stronger head style than the two above him .I gave credit   to his extremely well proportioned body with its good front assembly & excellent stifles with strong driving action that led to his free & purposeful movement. 

4th 2.A.Dunne’s ABERLOUR GOLDEN SNITCH 

5th 4.J.Montford’s ELVENHOME CAPT.CORELLI.

MINOR PUPPY DOG. 2 entered.

1st  11.CAVANOVA SIMPLY RED:Owned & bred by C.Thompson

Stylish & smart Ruby rising 9 months.  Attractive youngster who made the most of his fine attributes by showing himself to advantage today.   Lovely size & shape well made with pleasing neck & shoulder placement.  Moved freely fore & aft exhibiting a smooth driving action that displayed good economical use of hindquarters. A well-balanced pup that retained a strong top line both standing & on the move. Excellent in profile view. I liked this boy’s head, gentle & expressive, correctly proportioned.  Refined with no exaggeration.  Sparse coat at present, but of a silky & soft quality that shows great promise.  Good bright color to his coat & I note that he had excellent pigmentation. Well prepared, presented & handled. Awarded: OPPOSITE MINOR PUPPY IN SHOW 

2nd 12 CHRISINDY MAIN ATTRACTN: Bred & exhibited by D.J&L.Chapman.

Black & Tan nearing 9 months of age.  A more mature looking exhibit than his Ruby competitor considering they are of a similar age. Good skull shape with correct head properties.  This boy has the sweetest head & expression with the loveliest dark & liquid eyes.  Coat of the correct coloring with raven black background  & bright tan markings in the desired places. Superb furnishings for one so young.  Good bone properties with excellent spring of rib & fore assembly.  Preferred the more compact shape of my winner as well as his surer hind movement on the day.

PUPPY DOG. 1 Entered.

1st 13 CAVTOWN CELEBRATION TIME: Owned & exhibited by E.M.Slingsby.

Well turned out 10month old Blenheim.  Evenly marked chestnut patching in a very attractive & eye-catching coat pattern.  Lovely head, gentle & expressive, correctly proportioned.  Good eye, correct size & shape, well filled underneath.  Excellent ear set, high with long leathers.  Well balanced body, super bone, good size & shape giving nice outline; an impressive overall construction.  Moved around the ring showing good fore action & hind drive.  Lovely in profile view both on the stack & when moving.  A quality exhibit that time will only improve & more Show experience will give confidence.  A lot to like about this boy.  Well done. Awarded : OPPOSITE PUPPY IN SHOW
JUNIOR DOG.6entered.

1st. 16.CAVTOWN EXTREME PLEASURE: Bred & exhibited by E.M.Slingsby
Well made Blenheim with richest of chestnut coloring, so handsome & striking. Rising 12 months this dog made a lovely picture with his balanced outline, good bone properties & excellent spring of rib.  Attractive headpiece, good ear set & leathers.  Moved with confidence & surety presenting a smart profile when both standing & gaiting.  Good hind drive from powerful rear.  A gentle & happy natured dog with many good points to recommend him.  Well prepared, presented & handled. Awarded: OPPOSITE JUNIOR IN SHOW.

2nd. 14.CHARTRUESE MOONLTE LIASON:Owned by M.Milton & M.Martin & bred by M.Milton.

Beautiful headed Blenheim with super expression.  Excellent eyes of correct set & shape set into a good broad skull.  Correct high placement of ears with long leathers & good fringing.  Very good head proportions with correct eye under fill & foreface definition, with a nice finish to the lip line.  A happy Showman who moved as one with his handler & showed true enjoyment & eagerness to please.  Presented in super condition & bloom with his rich chestnut coat long, silky & free flowing he looked a picture. Did not have the tail set & top-line that I was looking for & lost out today to No1.’s overall good constructional points.

3rd. 18. DRAYCAN UNFORGETABLE:Bred & exhibited by S.Guilfoyle.

Well-presented Blenheim male rising 14 months of age.  Handsome boy of good size & shape with attractive rich blenheim markings.  Nicely balanced dog soundly made who was animated & eager to please.  Pleasant head with good skull & correct eye set well-pigmented nose & well defined lip-line. Good neck carriage leading to strong top line & short-coupled body.  Exhibited himself confidently & moved well both fore & aft.  A well deserved placing in this class.

INTERMEDIATE DOG 5 entered.

1st.24. CH. CAVASHON FRENCH CONNEXION: Bred & exhibited by K.Brooksby.

A good quality class won by a top quality eye catching Blenheim.  This 2 ½ year old boy makes immediate impact with his hallmark good looks & super show presence.  Lovely size & shape, beautiful markings, deep hued & well spaced & patched.  Dreamy head, large round, dark expressive eyes with a black well pigmented nose.   Clean faced, evenly divided & clear, true pearly white markings.   High set ears, long leathers with abundant fringing. A well-balanced dog in every sense of the word. Desirable moderate & rounded bone.  Level top line, which he held on the move as well as on the stack. Good front assembly & well muscled hindquarters, which allowed him to move soundly in both directions.  Handled to perfection & prepared & exhibited in top Show bloom he looked super going around the ring & I was delighted to be able to award this beautiful Cavalier RESERVE CHALLENGE & BEST INTERMEDIATE IN SHOW.

2nd.23.CH.SORATA LE ROY WINSTON (IMP.U.K.): Exhibited by C.Thompson & bred by J.Pagan.

A super little man in Black & Tan shades.  Gorgeous happy natured little fellow of just over 2 ½ years of age who was presented in absolutely gleaming condition.  Lovely size & shape, good moderate & rounded bone, short coupled back, firm & level top line. Good fore chest & nice spring to his rib. Short well-defined hocks.  Excellent head properties, lovely expressive dark eyes, well cushioned face, superb pigmentation.  Correctly set ears with long leathers & abundant thick feathering. Good rich coloring with soft & silky long fibred coat.  Liked this boy very much & today he owned the ring, didn’t put a foot out of place, showed his heart out moving freely & confidently & making a lovely profile both whilst moving & on the stack.  Full marks for presentation & handling.

3rd. 20.CAVTOWN DOINGIT IN STYLE: Bred & exhibited by E.M.Slingsby.

Another nice one.  20 month old Blenheim with first class good looks.  Liked his breed type very much, lovely head with admirable properties, good skull, and expressive & correctly placed & shaped eyes.  Excellent high set ears with good long leathers & fringes, well-pigmented & black nose, good lip-line & finish to muzzle.  Excellent bone & substance.  Streamlined & showy on the move, making the most of his handsome attributes & displaying a gentle & happy disposition.  Good quality markings, well-patched & broken up with rich chestnut on a pearly white ground as per Standard.  Featherings & bloom a little sparse today in comparison to the two placed above him & perhaps a little more drive in hindquarter action would strengthen his chances of higher awards in future. Gained his 3rd place in a strong class today on his many breed qualities that cannot be ignored.

AUSTRALIAN BRED DOG.6 entered.

1st 25.CH.MATMOR FAIRGRND ATTRACTN. Exhibited by D.J.&L.Chapman & bred by M.Morse.

Breathtaking dog of outstanding quality; the ultimate Show Dog who has undeniable ring presence.  On first impression a Black & Tan brimming with quality & very much the ideal size & shape that I admire.  Handsome in every sense of the word. Appealing head type with generous skull of correct balance between skull to muzzle ratio.  Well set dark & lustrous eyes that give off a kind & generous expression that is in my opinion so desirable. The darkest of black noses.  High set ears, good leathers with abundant & flowing feathering & fringing.  Ample neck with moderate arch that flows into good lay of shoulder.  Strong fore chest & good spring of rib, level top line.  Impressive well

angulated hindquarters with well let down hocks.  This fellow moved with precision &

style covering the ground effortlessly with an easy flowing gait that was absolutely true in both directions.  Presentation & handling were first class; the dog had been prepared beautifully & was presented in immaculate condition.  Full coated & gleaming with health in profile he is stunning, on the move an unforgettable picture.  Animated & alert & completely at one with his handler in this strongly contested & quality class he took it in his stride & stepped up to the increased competition.  I was delighted to be able to award him the DOG CHALLENGE. Ultimately after hard competition from the Bitch CC he was awarded. RESERVE IN SHOW & BEST OPPOSITE IN SHOW & OPPOSITE AUSTRALIAN BRED IN SHOW.

2nd.29CH.CAVTOWN THE WONDER OFYOU: Bred & exhibited by E.M.Slingsby
Superb Tricolor beautifully marked & presented in “top notch” condition.  Again from this kennel another representative with first class good looks.  Striking dog with eye catching ring presence with his clearly defined coat in glossy black & pearly clear white, well spaced & broken markings. Soft & silky coat as called for in the Standard. Strong tan points in all the required spots.  Pleasing head, good skull with well spaced soulful eyes that were desirably expressive.  I noted overall excellent pigmentation with the blackest of noses.  Correctly set long leathered ears with super fringing framed his lovely face.  Well off for body, level top line, good front action, true coming & going away.  He moved with purpose, but not quite the drive & panache of the boy placed above him. In this strong class this boy could not be ignored for his many admirable & excellent breed qualities.  I was pleased to be able to award this high-class exhibit the BEST TRICOLOR SWEEPSTAKES CLASS.

3rd. 30.CH.BARODALEY HUGO BOSS. Owned & exhibited by G & L Heyden & bred by:H.Porter.

Another top shelf boy who pushed the competition above him hard to try & take the No: 1 spot.  A well turned out Blenheim rising 3 ½ years with a distinctive & superior look of quality.  Well-patterned coat markings, gleaming chestnut on a clear pearly white background distributed evenly as is ideal. A soft & well-conditioned coat of the correct texture.  Lovely head type, all well proportioned with good ratio of skull to muzzle, excellent pigmentation & correctly placed eyes of the desired shape & size giving off a pleasing expression. Lovely thick & well-shaped ears framed his handsome head. A natural Showman, this boy made a beautiful outline on the stack & being well off for body did not disappoint on the move.  Sound front action, good hind drive & pleasant flowing lines were noted.  He used the ring to advantage, displaying his happy disposition & covering the ground with ease & surety.  Top marks for presentation & handling.  A lovely dog, a worthy Champion & one to be very proud of.   He was in no way disgraced coming third in this high quality class.

OPEN DOG. 6 Entered.

1st 34. CH.ELVENHOME MANOVHONR:Owned & bred by J.Montford.

Smartly turned out & impeccably handled Blenheim rising 3 years of age.  Indeed a very eye catching dog with his richly colored coat of deep chestnut that is well distributed & so attractively patterned & marked. Pristine pearly white background & soft featherings. His presentation was outstanding as the dog gleamed with health, vitality & Show bloom. Excellent size & shape, good bone & substance, nice profile in outline, very balanced & elegant.  Lovely gentle head, set off so well by correctly shaped & placed dark eyes giving a pleasing mellow expression.  Good dark nose & excellent pigmentation.  High set ears with long leathers, bell shaped & profusely feathered.  Well off for body.  Good neck of a moderate length with slight arch, ample spring of rib, short loin, good angles either end.  Stepped out happily. Driving off well from his sound hindquarters. This boy moved gracefully around the ring in perfect harmony with his handler showing his good-natured disposition with his gently wagging tail.  Brimming with quality this dog pushed hard & was considered very highly for Challenge.   Well done to a beautiful Cavalier. Awarded: OPPOSITE OPEN IN SHOW.

. 

2nd.35 CH.CAVASHON BLACK RAIN: Bred & exhibited by K.Brooksby.

Beautiful tricolor who like all I have seen today from this kennel was presented in tip-top condition & handled superbly.  Hallmark good looks, rich gleaming black against a clear pearly white background with the tan markings in all the required places. Silky & soft textured coat, long fibred. Handsome head, good breadth of skull with correct ear set & long well feathered ears that framed his face.  Excellent head proportions with correct balance between skull to muzzle ratio.  Well-spaced apart dark eyes with good under eye fill.  Nice finish to lip line. Excellent pigmentation.  However, handsomeness put aside, this boy’s forte is his exquisite build.  He is extremely sound & well put together. Lovely neck flowing into good lay of shoulder. Well proportioned, short coupled, well angulated.  Accordingly he has all the requisites of pure movement & easy gait that I was looking for.  Watching him move around the ring was a joy to behold, as he is just so pleasing.  Movement is effortless for him & he took full advantage of this by showing off his lovely carriage & his well-toned body.   Super hind drive & good crisp front action; absolutely true coming & going away.  A natural Showman with a happy temperament who stood & moved with a perfectly level top line & made a wonderful profile both on the move & stacked. In this very hard & competitive quality class he pushed for top honors. My decision was made on my preference towards the more gentle qualities of breed type, particularly the softer expression that No: 1 typified. However, that said, full marks must go to this boy who is overall a lovely dog with much to offer to the Breed.  Well done.

3rd. 36.CH.LE CHEVALIER PASSE PARTOUT: Owned by M.Easson & bred by R.M Franze.

Richly colored Blenheim 4 years old.  Presented in excellent coat & condition his solid chestnut gleaming & his white background clear & pearly.   Attractive patterning to markings, his evenly distributed patching lovely & rich giving him the immediate hallmark look of quality.  Loved his overall type, so appealing & pretty. Correct skull formation, beautifully balanced with ideal ratio between skull & foreface. Correctly shaped large dark eyes with a soft & melting expression set off his excellent head style to perfection.  These are well set apart therefore allowing for this melting quality to shine through.  Excellent pigmentation, good sized nose a dense black.  Good eye under fill with a softly cushioned muzzle.  To complete this head study he has high set ears, bell shaped, profusely feathered & cascading from long leathers.  Good overall size with excellent bone to substance ratio however, slightly longer caste in body than the two boys above him. Pleasing neck & forequarters, well-defined & angled hindquarters.  Moved smartly & soundly exhibiting a happy nature whilst holding a level top line.  He used the ring to advantage, covering the ground with ease & elegance.  Liked him immensely.  Scored highly for Breed type.  One to be very proud of. 

VETERAN DOG. 3 entered.

1st.37.GRAND.CH.CAVASHON WATER COLOR: Owned & bred by K.Brooksby.

Glorious Blenheim expertly prepared & turned out, who had just turned 7 years of age.  At first glance, he to me embodies what I believe to be the epitome of Breed type.  Small & pretty, happy & gentle natured, appealing in every way.  Lovely size & shape with rich chestnut markings, well spaced & evenly divided against a pearly white background in a very eye catching & attractive patterning.  Excellent rounded bone of correct ratio to size.  Super head, large dark eyes, well set & placed giving a soft & appealing expression. Hallmark division head markings complete with the much-desired lozenge.   Good size nose, excellent pigmentation.  Nicely balanced skull & foreface.  Lovely, but gently arched neck set into well-sloped shoulders, nice spring of rib, short coupling, correctly set-on tail.   Stood & moved with a perfectly level top line & made a wonderful profile both on the move & when stacked. Body wise very good angles at both ends.  Impressive on the move with good hind drive & crisp front action.  It was obvious he was eager to please & he conveyed the impression of an active & graceful Showman.  Totally in tune with his handler this lovely boy never put a foot wrong & was indeed highly considered for Challenge.  One to be much admired.  Well done. Awarded: BEST VETERAN IN SHOW.

2nd.38 GRAND CH.CAVTOWN COLOR OTHE NIGHT: Owned & bred by E.M.Slingsby.

Gorgeous Black & Tan rising 8 years of age.  Another top shelf Cavalier who left me spoilt for choice with the two that were contestants for this class.   On first impression brimming with quality, a dog with top class good looks who is a lovely shape & size with an elegant outline.  Excellent bone properties & balance & well conformed.  Refined head, so pretty.  Good skull.  Sweet expressive eyes, mellow & soulful, large, dark & round & well placed. Good sized black nose, excellent overall pigmentation.  Correct balance skull to foreface ratio with gently tapered muzzle with good fill.  Long cascading ears, thick & full & set high on his head completed the picture.  Lovely neck flowing into good lay of shoulder.  A well proportioned body, from front to back sound. He retained his stylish shape when on the move covering the ring with effortless ease & he presents a beautiful profile both in motion & on the stack.  Full marks for preparation & handling.  Body coat of the correct texture, long fibred, soft & silky with a superb raven hue to his glossy black coat whilst the tan points & pips are good, rich & bright.  Totally as one with his breeder/owner he showed beautifully clearly indicating his generous & loving temperament with his ever constant, gently wafting tail.  An undoubtedly worthy Grand Champion.  With dogs of this calibre the decision is not easy & I was splitting hairs in making my decision.  It basically came down to performance on the day between two excellent representatives of the breed & could easily be reversed in the future.  I was pleased to later be able to award this excellent dog BEST BLACK & TAN SWEEPSTAKES.CLASS.

CHALLENGE DOG.   25.              RESERVE DOG C.C. 24.

BITCHES.
BABY PUPPY BITCH CLASS. 10 Entered
1st.41. ORONSAY HERES HOPING: Bred & owned by: D. & V.Wyness.

Exquisite little tricolor madam 4 months of age.  Sweetest baby who showed her heart out & never put a foot out of place.  Attractively marked with good definition between black & crisp white with strong & bright tan in all the correct places.  Well off for body with good angles either end.  Excellent driving action with good propulsion from strong hocks she covered the ground really well & moved true in both directions.  Pretty head with well divided markings, good length of leathers with promise of good ears to come. Excellent size & shape this confident youngster was happy & outgoing, showing a spirited & sound temperament.  Most Promising. I was pleased to be able to award her BEST BABY IN SHOW.

2nd.48.ABERLOUR MOANING MYRTLE: Bred & owned by: L. Dunne.

Attractive & lively Black & Tan just over 4 months old.  Slightly smaller & finer than the winner of the class but equally as spirited.  Another one who gave her all & never put a foot wrong.  Compact & neat in structure, well made.  Pretty head with correct proportions & good dark expressive eyes.  Long soft ears, good leathers framed a very pleasing head.  A confident  & outgoing youngster who showed herself to be a natural as she moved around the ring steadily & made to most of her attributes.  Mouth needs to settle which is normal for many pups at this age & maturity will only improve her.  My notes comment that the first 4 placings in this class were highly contested in a strong class of nice babies.

3rd. 42.CAVTOWN SECRET DREAMS. Owned & bred by E.M.Slingsby.

Stunning little Blenheim girl heading towards 4 months.  What a sweetie! I comment that she makes a super package…. small, pretty, soundly constructed with the most appealing head with expressive eyes.  Lovely head type, classically divided & marked.  Good front assembly, nice outline in profile, both standing & on the move, good quarters.  Needed a lot of encouragement from her sympathetic handler in order to strut her stuff, but time & maturity will only improve & positive experiences encourage her.  Gained her placing in a strong class, as she had to be given top marks for Breed type.  Another beauty.

MINOR PUPPY BITCH: 5 entered

1st 50. KINGSCOURT BALZN SADDLES: Bred & exhibited by J.Ware.

Extremely promising & mature youngster at only 8 months old.  A beautiful Blenheim, so attractive in her looks & her demeanor.  Superbly presented & handled this girl shows a confidence that is amazing for her age.  Totally at one with her owner/handler she oozes class.  First impressions…..quality.  On further examination I was not disappointed.  Lovely size & shape well made, graceful & well balanced with the good moderate bone that is desirable.  Gorgeous head style, very appealing, large well-placed & spaced eyes giving the valued gentle expression.  Excellent ear set, high & well feathered.  Coat texture was soft & long fibred with markings well patched & richly hued against a pearly white background.  Level back, good tail set & carriage. Movement free & true both coming & going & she made a nice outline in profile both standing & on the move.  Super character & temperament shines through in her animated & eager to please attitude.  I wish her well for the future, which I have no doubt will be bright!  I was delighted to be able to award her BEST MINOR PUPPY IN SHOW.

2nd. 51. CAVTOWN DANCE THNIGHT AWAY. Bred & exhibited by

 E.M. Slingsby.

Ruby youngster at just over 6 months of age & lacking maturity in comparison to others in this class.   However, time should develop her & I feel she will be worth the wait as she is rather lovely.  Very pretty & appealing, soft & feminine.  Lovely shape  & outline, refined & elegant, compact with smooth flowing lines to her body.  Good neck & fore assembly, strong top line, short coupled body, good tail set & carriage.  Strong hindquarters, which she used well to propel her around the ring.  Extremely sweet & appealing headpiece, soft gentle & expressive eyes of correct size, placement & shape. Correctly set ears framing a well-cushioned face.  Ruby coat markings even & of great clarity, coat soft & lustrous.  Stylish & classy.

3rd.54.CAVASHON SEVENTH HEAVEN. Bred & exhibited by K.Brooksby.

Another lovely Blenheim just 6 months of age.  Pretty girl, attractively marked & made on classy lines.  Excellent shape & size with nice bone & substance.  Delightful head properties, good eye set & placement with correct shape giving the desired gentle expression.  Correct balance between skull & muzzle, which is nicely finished & well filled.  Excellent pigmentation.  A soundly constructed youngster with flowing lines. Well-sprung ribs, strong & level top line & correctly placed tail.  Strongly developed hindquarters, used effectively.  Sassy &  never stopped showing herself, but today I preferred the more even movement of the first two exhibits.  Presented in sparkling condition & handled very well she exhibited a happy outgoing temperament.  Loads of potential for this girl given some time & maturity. She earned this placing in a strong field of promising pups.

PUPPY BITCH. 2 entered.

1st 55. ELVENHOME PITCHBLACK: Bred & exhibited by J.Montford.

Smart Black & Tan aged 10 ½ months.  Soundly constructed & presented in gleaming coat & condition.  Pleasant head of correct dimensions & proportions, dark eyes, good eye under fill, gently tapering muzzle with desired fill.  Correct lip line with nice finish. Excellent pigmentation.  Superb true raven black with eye catching deep tan points as required, flat coat of excellent texture.  However, I feel that this girl’s forte is her first class construction & easy gait.  Super profile, balanced both on the move & stacked, in fact she presented lovely angles whichever way she stood.  Beautiful neck carriage leading to well placed shoulders, strong spirit level top line, correct tail set & carriage.  Well-angled hindquarters, which she used to move around the ring with a smooth driving action.  Well up on her feet with neat pasterns ready to go, which she did with elegance & grace.  A happy showgirl who displayed a sweet-natured disposition, she proudly stepped out well & made the most of herself. Awarded. PUPPY IN SHOW.

2nd.56. CAVTOWN CMON LETS PARTY: Bred & exhibited by E.M.Slingsby
Pretty Blenheim aged 9 months of a Breed style & type that I particularly admire.  Lovely headpiece, excellent skull, large limpid dark eyes with a soulful gentle expression.  Correct balance of skull to muzzle, which was well filled. Good sized nose, excellent pigmentation all framed by high set ears that that are long & well feathered.  Attractive coloring to coat, bright patching well distributed & as is requested per standard of a soft & silky texture.  Nicely shaped & proportioned body.  Moved out well maintaining a good top line, a sweet temperament was noted.  A lovely youngster that I liked very much & scored highly for overall type, but particularly her head.  Today preferred the smoother & freer movement of No l who is a stronger & more mature bitch at this stage of their development.

JUNIOR BITCH. 7 entered

1st 58. CHRISINDY RIBBONS N LACE: Owned & bred by: D.J. & L.Chapman

Quality Plus bitch with attractive Blenheim markings.  Scored top marks for type. Just 12 months of age & very eye appealing.  Liked her balanced shape & size. Nice rounded bone, with size to bone ratio being excellent.  Sweetly feminine head perfectly divided. Large, dark & expressive eyes well set & placed in her ample skull. Excellent under fill to eye. Good dark nose, correct pigmentation. Good muzzle & well finished lip line. High set ears, long leathers with cascading featherings completed this lovely face.  Moved out steadily keeping a strong top line & displayed a sharp economical use of movement which was stylish & eye catching.  Moved true in both directions & presented a clean-cut & smart profile.  Shown in sparkling condition and handled very well she displayed a gentle but quietly confident nature.  Loads of potential with this lady who must be given high credit for the sum of her admirable breed characteristics.  Well Done. Awarded: JUNIOR IN SHOW.

2nd 59. CHARTRUESE ROYAL RUMOUR: Owned by M.Milton & M.Martin & bred by: M.Milton.

Another lovely Blenheim.  Slightly slighter in build than the girl above her this 17 month old beauty is also a force to be reckoned with.  Classy & attractive she draws the eye with her gleaming well-patched & distributed coat markings.  Lovely depth of color & clarity to her chestnut & pristine pearly white coat, which is long, soft & silky.   Good size & shape, feminine & elegant.  Appealing & very pretty head the focal point being lovely full, dark & lustrous eyes.   Correct skull properties, high set pendulous ears with good feathering.  Black nose, dense pigmentation, correct finish to muzzle & lip line.  Came into her own on the move as she is well built & took every advantage to show off her smooth effortless style. A confident & happy Showgirl.  Top marks for presentation & handling as she was proudly exhibited in excellent bloom.  A quality exhibit with much to admire.

3rd. 62. BARLENCY QUEEN O HEARTS: Owned & bred by M. & K.Patten
Tricolor 14 months of age who put up a strong charge to be recognized in this good quality class.  Lovely size & shape to this little lady.  Pleasing head & attractive & attentive expression.  Eye appealing markings in black tones on white background, strong tan pips as required in the correct places.  Well off for body with good angles either end & she presents as a neat package.   Super attitude as I noted that from the moment that she stepped into the ring she never stopped showing, clearly indicating a generous & willing spirit.  This youngster moved out with precision & style covering the ground with an easy gait.  Makes the loveliest of outlines both standing & when gaiting.  Effortless & true movement both fore & aft.  Well presented & handled.  Congratulations.

INTERMEDIATE BITCH. 6 entered.

1st. 68. PAROV REMEMBER ME.:Owned & bred by G.& L.Heyden.

Impressive 21 month old Blenheim bitch with hallmark quality good looks.  Smartly marked with chestnut patching evenly dispersed & broken upon a pearly white coat.  Happy & alert personality, responsive & willing to please.  Beautiful head features, which include large correctly shaped eyes that are pretty & expressive, a well-cushioned face set off by high set ears with long leathers & good feathering. Correctly finished foreface with good eye under fill.  Good size nose.   Added to this her pigmentation was strong & clearly defined.  Good overall construction & bone ratio.  Correct front & rear angles, level top line, good tail carriage.  This handsome girl made a super outline both standing & on the move.  Well presented & handled she exhibited herself positively & held herself beautifully going around the ring in profile view.  A delightful bitch in every way. Awarded: OPPOSITE INTERMEDIATE IN SHOW.

2nd. 66.CH.PARKCHASE VELVETEEN; Owned & bred by: M.Begnell.

Another top shelf bitch that pushed the lady above hard for the Number 1 spot.  One look at this pretty lass & you knew she was high quality.  Very attractive 2 ½ year old Black & Tan presented & handled to perfection.  Lovely size & shape, well off for body, nicely proportioned & presenting good angles. Very pretty headpiece, feminine & appealing.  Good skull, well set eyes, large, dark & expressive.  Darkest of noses, good overall pigmentation, well-finished foreface.  Glossy raven black coat with rich tan markings in all the required spots. Exhibited in good coat that was of the correct soft & silky texture.    Moved out freely & with ease both fore & aft covering the ground surely with her tail wagging happily the whole time.  Whichever way she stood she made a lovely silhouette.  An enthusiastic & charming personality was evident. A good one.

3rd. 64.CH.EIREANNMADA RENDEVOUZ: Owned by: D. &.V.Wyness & bred by: G.Browne.

Another smartly made Blenheim girl 2 ½ years old.  A lovely type of bitch with so many attributes to admire.   Good size & shape, excellent rich Blenheim markings, clear, well patched & distributed.  Pretty head, very feminine with the hallmark large dark eyes, expressive & mellow.  High set ears, good leathers & feathering.  Streamlined body with good angles well balanced.  Very lively temperament, her tail wagging with pleasure the whole time she was in the ring.  Moved surely & steadily both out & back keeping a firm top line.  Presents a lovely profile when both standing & gaiting. A sweet natured bitch that went very well & earned her placing in this very tightly competed class. Well done.

AUSTRALIAN BRED BITCH. 8 entered.

1st 74.CH.CHANTELLI FRENCH MAID: Owned by: K.Brooksby & bred by: L.Mattsson

Superb Tricolor bitch that just oozed quality.  Presented in absolutely tiptop condition this 3 ½ year old girl is just so glamorous & showy with enormous ring presence that demands your attention immediately.  From the moment she stepped into the ring she never stopped performing & makes a wonderful & memorable impression, the ultimate showgirl.   Scored high marks for type.  She is as is called for in the Standard,”an active, graceful & well-balanced dog”. I loved her size & shape & her obvious generous & outgoing character.  All this combined with her long, soft & silky coat, striking markings so well delineated & crisp. Glossy black upon pearly white background with rich tan flashings so bright & eye catching she to me embodies the hallmark of excellence that I was hoping to find.  Gorgeous head, correct skull formation, giving balance & desired proportions to her correctly finished foreface.  Well-placed & spaced dark eyes, subtly expressive.  Good eye under fill & softly cushioned muzzle.  Excellent pigmentation, good sized nose a dense black.  High set ears; bell shaped, thick & profusely feathered completed this pretty picture.  Blessed with a balanced & clean-cut outline she displays a sweep of neck which is slightly arched, correct shoulder placement, good spring of rib, strong top line which leads on to well angulated hindquarters.  Movement was faultless; she never put a foot wrong & was true going away & coming with plenty of hind drive.  She retained her stylish shape when on the move with a wagging tail that was carried level to her back. Equally, she was wonderful in stacked profile making an elegant silhouette. Totally in harmony with her handler she moved around the ring as though she owned it, they made the perfect team. I felt she fitted the description of the Toy Spaniel that the Breed Standard calls for & I was delighted to be able to award her: BITCH CHALLENGE, BEST AUSTRALIAN BRED & ULTIMATELY “top honors” after a hard won decision over an excellent Dog Challenge she was awarded BEST EXHIBIT IN SHOW.

2nd 70. KINGSCOURT ANNIE OAKLEY: Owned & bred by J.Ware.

Full quality pretty 3-year-old Blenheim of good size & shape.  All Cavalier.  Very attractive patterning of markings & excellent coat texture.  Handled & presented expertly in good Show bloom.  Liked this girl very much.  Good rich chestnut patches well broken & divided upon a pearly white background. Classical head markings, evenly divided on face & skull leaving room for the perfectly placed & much valued lozenge.  Dreamy eyes with a soft & gentle expression.  Good dark, dense black nose, excellent pigmentation. Nice finish to foreface & lip line.  Well-angled body, strong top line, well defined quarters that she used effectively to propel her around the ring.   A happy showgirl soundly constructed who moved true in both directions & showed her lovely temperament in doing everything that was asked of her & giving forward a strong performance.  Loads of potential here, it only takes one look to gauge that she is a high quality exhibit.  It was unfortunate that today she had to meet No.1 looking so good.  Quality Plus.  I was pleased to be able to award this lovely girl: BEST BLENHEIM SWEEPSTAKES.

3rd  76.CHARTRUESE MOONLITE WYSH : Owned & bred by M.Milton.

Another lovely girl who put in a strong performance for top honors in this class.  Sassy & showy Blenheim rising 4 years.  Beautifully prepared & handled by her owner she looked the part with her top-notch good looks.  Long fibred & silky coat that gleamed with condition.  Strong chestnut patches clear & rich in color so well broken up over body & set against a crisp pearly white ground.  Quality headpiece the focus being generous eyes with a mellow & kind expression.  Dense black nose, good pigmentation. Correct balance between skull & foreface. Lovely high set & pendulous ears with silky feathering completed the picture.  Neat body, compact, well ribbed, strong level top line, good front angles & quarters giving her a sturdy rear.  Super outline both standing & on the move. Carried herself around the ring with an air of class & dignity that was eye catching.  Made a very appealing picture. Full marks for a charming representative of the breed who won her place in this hard & competitively contested class on the sum of her overall quality points.

OPEN BITCH. 4 Entered.

1st 80 CH.EMILYSPRINGS CAROUSEL: Owned by K.Brooksby & bred by: H.Duggin.

.Exquisite Blenheim just over 3 years of age who took my eye immediately in this quality class.  Just what I like small, chocolate box pretty & to my mind the epitome of what I desire in breed type.  Delicious headpiece, so delicate, gentle & appealing. Correct skull formation.  Excels in eye, she has the correct shape & placement, thus giving a generous yet soft  & loving look to her face.  Her eyes are large dark & lustrous, full & expressive, but not bulbous or in any way exaggerated. Correctly finished foreface with good eye under fill & soft well cushioned muzzle with correct finish to lip line. Long silky ears that are well set & have good feathering frame her lovely face.  Like all that have been exhibited from this kennel today she was exceptionally prepared & smartly turned out.  Presented in gleaming condition her silky coat glowed with health.  Whilst the majority of her markings are in the whiter shades, her chestnut patchings were rich & dark, very clear & even as well as being well distributed amongst her pearly white ground coat. Excellent bone properties well proportioned body, good spring of rib, and short level back with a strong top line.  Good front angles, elbows well tucked under her, a sturdy rear.  This girl displayed a happy co-operative disposition & made a lovely picture stationary. First class handling from her owner helped bring out the best in her & she showed her heart out with her gently wagging tail constantly evident.  She made a lovely picture as she stepped out happily with confidence & ease.  Quality through & through, this girl has many attributes that every breeder should be striving to establish in their bloodlines.  A top class Cavalier .I had initially thought this would be my bitch Challenge as she had so many qualities of TYPE that I admire.  However, I eventually awarded her RESERVE BITCH CHALLENGE & BEST OPEN IN SHOW.

  I had to make the hard decision & split hairs on this one.  I felt that of these two exceptional bitches the Tricolor, her kennel mate was slightly in front, in particular in the area of conformation. Added to this she is perhaps just a little more mature & therefore the finished product I was looking for to give top honors to.   My opinion was confirmed in the run-off for Challenge when the Aust.Bred winner gladly stepped up to the much-increased competition & exhibited a vivaciousness & pure panache that was delightful to witness.  Her performance on the day could not be faulted as she continued to exhibit a steady gait & unbroken movement.   If I can be super critical the Blenheim girl’s tail carriage let her down under pressure. Consequently, the Tri ultimately got the nod.  I am sure that these two beauties will change places with one another many times in future contests.  A wonderful pair of girls.  Congratulations.  

2nd 78.CH.BROOKSTEAD JULIANNA: Owned by K.Lepelaar & bred by M.Copeland.

Attractive Tricolor in excellent coat.  Rising 5 years of age this extremely feminine lady is very appealing to the eye with her distinctively patterned & marked coat.  Good rich black attractively distributed on a clear pristine & pearly white background with a long fibred & profuse coat. Strong tan points in all the right places. Lovely head, soft & pretty.

Good size nose with excellent pigmentation.  Correct skull to muzzle proportions which was well cushioned.  Wonderful ears framed her pretty face, ultra long, thick, bell shaped & cascading down from the correct high set. Good shape & overall size she presents a handsome picture.  When it came to exhibiting herself this delightful madam had her own ideas & was not always co-operative with her handler.  However, when she did settle to the task, she was well worth the wait. She proved herself to be a smooth mover who could cover the ground efficiently.  A quality exhibit.

3rd 79.CH/N.Z.CH CAVTOWN SHADES OFAUTUMN:Owned & bred by E.M.Slingsby
Dainty Ruby & like the jewel she represents rather exquisite.  Makes a very pretty picture as she is beautifully proportioned; such a lovely shape & size.  Excellent bone properties & for her overall size she is very balanced.  Prettiest of heads, good skull , well-set & correctly shaped eyes giving a soft & gentle expression.  Strong pigmentation with nice sized dark nose, correct finish to foreface & gently cushioned muzzle.  High set ears frame her lovely face.  Superb body features, so neat & compact & whichever way she stands she presents as well made with her eye-catching outline. Accordingly, on the move for one so well constructed she didn’t disappoint & was smoothly efficient displaying an economy of movement that was a pleasure to see.  Moving true in both directions she can literally eat up the ground when she gets going.  This pleasant natured 5 year old is just returning from maternal duties & had unfortunately blown a lot of her coat which was rather a shame.  A beautiful bitch that was in no way disgraced coming third in this quality class. Well done. Awarded: BEST RUBY SWEEPSTAKES IN SHOW. 

VETERAN BITCH.1 entered

1st.82.CH.CAVTOWN STAR OF THE SEA: Owned & bred by E.M.Slingsby.

Like all I have seen today from this kennel another quality exhibit that is eye catching & neatly proportioned with no exaggerations.  Moderate dogs with attractive & gentle features & natures that are well balanced sporting & affectionate.  At 8 years of age no doubt this girl is most probably the forebear of many of the dogs I have seen exhibited during the course of this Show.  Ultra feminine Tricolor well made with eye-catching build.  Nice bone to substance ratio whilst in the neat package category.  Sweet & pretty head, good skull properties of correct size & shape.  Large, dark well set eyes that are placed  & spaced correctly with the desired soft & gentle expression. Good under eye fill. Nice finish to softly cushioned muzzle.  High set ears; long leathers & fringing complete the picture.  Well broken coat, even & clear markings, bright & strong tan pips & points. Coat rather sparse today, but of good quality & gleaming with health.  Well off for body, good angles either end, strong top line, correct tail set & carriage, she moved freely & stylishly, very true as one would expect from one so sound.  Excellent ring presence & Showmanship exhibited by this lovely natured bitch & she was handled expertly to bring out the best in her.  Full marks to a Class Act.  Congratulations.  Awarded: OPPOSITE VETERAN IN SHOW
BITCH CHALLENGE…74.                            RESERVE CHALLENGE…80…

